Eaking and the Biglin Brothers on Boathouse Row
(And Fred Plaisted on the River)

By

William Lanouette

Malta Boat Glub, Boathouse Row
October 28% at Tpm



148 HISTORICAL REGISTER OF THE CENTENNIAL EXPOSITION.
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161 Scull Race between William Decker and James Lee from the Battery to Bedloe’s Island and back, from Gle@on's
‘ s Pictorial, August 16, 1851
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Noton the Regular Programme.
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This 1881 cartoon illustrates the material success
already surrounding the professional atbletes.
Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, 16 July 1881.
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DWARD HANLAN.—{Puoroanaruen ny J. Brvor & (

E

ENSKERGEE & Ray.)

Puoroanaruen ny Ei

COURTNEY. |

HARLES E

!




Novewse 1, 1879 FRANK LESLIE'S ILLUSTRATED NEWSPAPER. 1B

ECENX AT COURTNEY'S BOAT-NOUSE AFTER THE MUTILATION OF THK BOATH, AKRIVAL OF MANLAN AT HIS BOAT-HOUSE AFTEN THE BACE AGATXAT TINE.

NEW YORK.—POSTPONEMENT OF THE GREAT BOAT-RACE BETWEEN COURTNEY AND HANLAN ON LARKE — OF THE
OF COURTNEY’'S SHMELLS, OCTOBER 10m.— Fro Skwrcuss py ous Seeciat Awrisr,—See Paoy 139,



THE ROWING MATCH ON THE POTOMAC.

Courtney, fully prepared for emergencies, goss to meet Hanlan.
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MTERT OF COLUNMA - THE BASLAY COUETNEY CONTENT OF THE PUMMAD AT WASSISOTUS, MAY Wha-THE START OF THE GABOGUDK -~ P o Susnn o B A Guonn - Sun Pass L



MADISON SQUARE GARDEN, COMMENCING SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7.

A DEOCIDED NOVEILTY!

8 DAYS ROWING RACE

ON THE NEWLY INVENTED

.ROADSGUI.L, OR LAND-ROWING TRICYCLE.

= 14 ChampionOarsmen

= Are Entered, comprising all the Great Scullers of the
World, as follows:

JOHN TEEMER, WILLIAM 0'CONNOR,
JACOB G, GAUDAUR, WALLACE ROSS,
GEORGE BUBEAR, WILLIAM @. EAST,

ALBERT HAMM, JOHN McKAY,
GEO. W, LEE, FRED. PLAISTED,
JOHN LARGAN, PETER H. CONLEY,

JAMES A, TEN EYCK, JACOB TEEMER,
$10,000 IN CASH PRIZES.

The Cash Prizes offered are larger than ever competed for™d
in a rowing tournament, and the race will be a bona fde con-
; e test between these trained athletes; starting at MIDNIGHT,
e s i e SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7, and rowing six hours—and daily
= e thereafter from 2 to 12 1. M. until midnight Saturday.

Innes’ Famous 13th Regimen?, Band of 75 Solo Artists -

Will Give a Grand Sacrad Concert on Sunday Evening, October 7, from 8.830 to 12. Concerts by Innes’ Band
Afternoons and Evenings during the Week,

Admission, 50 cents. Reserved Seats, $1.00.
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Tose 8, 1336 PUNCH. OR THE LONDON CHARIVARL -

BOAT-HACE OF THE FUTURE.—-DRIFTING DOWN TO THE STARTING-POINT.




PORTRAIT OF MISS LOTTIE McALICE.
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FRANK LESLIE'S TLLUSTRATED NEWSPAPER.
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NEW YOMK (3TY.— XNOATTH

CF EMFIRE OOTY MOWING CLUEN AT HANLEM —THE LAOtr TOUBLEBSCCLL RACE,




THE DAYS' DOINGS, t0czomen 14, e,
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THE EMPIPE CITY BREGATTA AT HARLEM, N. ¥

w SEPTEMBER 257n,—DISGRACEFUL ATTEMPT TO FOUL THE DOATS/QF 'THE LADY CONTESTANTS
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BN SCULLING RACE CARKIED 1N TRICMIN TO THINE BOTEL

THE DAYS DOINGS
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Early shell transportation. “You turn to starboard, and P’ll turn to port.” (Courtesy of The Bancroft Library.)
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BiLt LETS WIS RIVAL PULL IHTO THE LEAD
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STUBBY KRUGER, HELENE MADISON SAY
CAMELS ARE SO MILD THEY NEVER GET
THEIR WIND —OR JANGLE THEIR NERYVES,
YCU,TOO, WILL FIND CAMELS MILD AND PLEASING
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Crossing line ahead of Harvard are Vesper's

yet for calling us the fastest crew, but
we intend to settle that here.”

Although the Grand Challenge Cup,
as well as other events at Henley, is
run like an elimination tennis tourna-
ment, there is no sceding of the best
entries. The draw pitted Harvard against
Vesper in the very first round. The boats
sent over in advance by both crews had
been damaged in transit, making prac-
tice difficult. Harvard’s favorite Swiss-

1

a sore tail,” Rosenberg complained after
one session on a bike two sizes too large.

Unlike the collegians, who arrived aft-
er a full season of college rowing, Vesper
had rowed only one race (the no-contest
American Henley) before coming to Eng-
land, but what Vesper expected to lose
through insufficient conditioning it ex-
pected to make up with sheer strength
and maturity. **If we had a weight-lifting
contest,’ said Vesper’s chief patron, Jack
Kelly, “*we’d beat the devil out of them.”
Man for man, the Vespers averaged 12

a length at the midway mark and hit the
finish line two-thirds of a length ahead,
cutting five seconds off the course record,
with Harvard a record-breaking three
seconds behind. “‘They moved right
through,”” said Harvard’s coxswain, John
Unkovie, “and we could never get our
boat back in the groove.” ‘“We bashed
their heads in,” crowed Rosenberg.
One man who was impressed but not
awed by Vesper's power was Karl Ad-
ams, the coach of the former world
champion Ratzeburg crew. Still brood-

bow oar, Joe Amlong, Hugh Foley, John Abele, Tony Johnson, Ed Ferry, Boyce Budd, Fargo Thompson, Bill Stowe, and Coxswain Bob Zimonyi.

The race started in an explosion of
energy, with the Germans taking off at
an incredible 52 strokes a minute and
Vesper at 48. Overconfident Vesper, get-
ting off roughly, gave the Ratzeburgers
a third of a length in those first few sec-
onds, and they were never able to get
the lost distance back. **If only we'd been
afraid of them,” mourned Vesper’s No.
5, Ed Ferry.

“I thought they would break,” said
Vesper bow oar Joe Amlong afterward,

“‘but evervtime we took 10, thev took ..
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The crew at Lake Cayuga; June, 1890. Front row. left to right, Sears ‘9o, F. Shaw
(coxswain), Plaisted (coach), Cilley "9r. Back row., Parker ‘91, H. Jackson ‘g1, Carleton 91,
C. Hastings "91, Lynam ‘9o (stroke). B. Hasungs 00
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WILLIAM LANOUETTE
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AMATEURS

THE RISE, RUIN, AND BANISHMENT OF

PROFESSIONAL ROWING IN THE GILDED AGE
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